/the potion administered by the great
Adversary.
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SAN DIEGO, Cal., Oct. 29.—Pastor
Russell was in our city today, and
preached a stirring sermon from the’
text, “Awake, thou that sleepest, and
arise from the dead, and Christ shall

":

give thee light.”
He said in part:

The world in general is asleep. In
one sense of the word it is dead. As
we know, the death sentence passed
upon all n\len because of Adam’s sin.
(Romans 5:12.) Since that time all
of the human family have been go-
ing into the tomb; and even those
still having a measure of life are
spoken of in the Scriptures as “dead
in trespasses and gins.” (Ephesiang
2:1.) But this death sentence rest-
ing upon all mankind has been trans-
nieted by the Lord to be a sentence
of a period of sleep to be followed
by an awakening. God had this ar-
rangement in His glorious Purpose
from the beginning, from before!
mankind come into existence. In the!
Divine Program .our Lord Jesus was
the Lamb slain from before the foun-
dation of the world. God purposed
the redemption and restitution of
mankind. For this reason the Bible
refers to the death state
‘‘sleep.”

‘When God spoke to Moses at the
burning bush, He called Himself the
God of Abraham, of Isaac and of
Jacob, although these men had long
been dead. Our Lord Jesus referred
to this statement, and declared that
the fact that God had so spoke to
them when they were dead proved
that there is to be a resurrection of

(Ephesians 5:15.)

the dead. (Luke 20:37,38; Exodus
3:6.) MHe did not say that this prov-

&4 that Abraham, dsaac and Jacob
were not dead, but alive in some
other world, but that it proved that
they were to be raised from the
dead; “for all live unto Him” (God).,

that all shall yet live (John 5:28,|
29), and He can properly speak from
the standpoint of Hig pre-determined
purpose. In both Old and New Tes-
taments death Is ' spoken of as a
sleep, because of the redemption and

the deliverance from the Aldamic,
death penalty purposed through
Christ's sacrificlal death on the
CIOSS.

An understanding of the Plan of
the Ages given In the Scriptures re-
veals the fact that all mankind will
be awakened from the Adamic death
state, In order that they may ‘‘come
to a knowledge of the Truth,” which
will be made plain to all during the
Messflanic Reign of our Lord. (1
Timtohy 2:83-6.) This will be the ink
dividual enlightenment then brought
to all mankind; and the attitude of
each toward God’s revealed provision
for all will determine his case,
whether he shall have life everlast-
ing or shall be cast into the death
state again. This will be the Second
Death-—eternal destruction. ‘Tn the
Bible the Second Death s never spo-
ken of as a ‘‘sleep.” This term is
apolied only to the Adamic death.

#*Awake, Thou That Sleepest!”

Our text applies especlally to those
who, although still having an exist-
ence, are dead In trespasses and
'gins, who are sleeping so far as the
highest interests in their souls, thelr
being, are concerned, those who are
under the benumbing influence :of

(2 Corinthians 4:4.)

as ala
/| rable value.

. sis in their lives.

ing around in a stupid way, having
a form of godliness with little ot
vione @f its power, v

mince our Lord’s death as the great |

Bacrifice for sin, the call has gone
‘out in a general way to all who have
{heard the Gospel Message that they
should repent of sin, should arise
from their dermant condition, and
Hve m accorda.ncg 'with the purpose
for which they weére created. To
those who heed this Message comes
the spectal Call of the Gospel Age.
The majority of the human family
seem to be,passing through life in a
sort of maze. They are not awake;
they seem to be In a dream. As a
rule, they are not thmkmg_ghon; the
more important thingg of life, but
&f the trivalities—what they shall
eat, what they shall drink, where-
withal shall they be clothed where
they shall find pleasure or amuse-
ment, how they can multiply their

dﬁﬁa}'s These matters are indeed

very trifling compared to the weighty ||

question—“Why am I living? What

was the purpose of my creation?

‘W'hat are my _responsibilities to _my |
Wha.t'

God and to _my fellowmen?
is to be my eternal destmy‘?”———Mat-

thew 6:31-33.

In the experience of practically ‘all.

who have come to the Lord there
has been first a soul awakening.
Their coming to Him has been pre-
ceded by an awakening of their in-
most being, their nobler self, a dis-
satisfaction ‘with the things of this
world and a yearning for something
that will satisfy, a hungering and
thirsting for God. Tv the one who

Is beginning. to experience this soul- |
| stirring, the words of our text should

be espekially effective: ‘“‘Awake,
thou that sleepest, and arise from the
dead, and Christ shall give thee
light!”’
ening, the realization of our need,

the hungering for God. Then the

Tight ‘will come, as the hearf comes

into the attitude to receive it. 7
An Important Crisis in Life.

’This thought of the need of an
awakening should give us sympathy

for those who have never yet heard |

the voice of the Lord. They need our
sympathy. ‘‘Blessed are your eyes,
for they see; and your ears, for they
hear,]’ said our Lord to His disci-
ples. (Matthew 13:16,17.) This
benediction is for the disciples of
Jesus today as well as for those to
whom the words were directly spo-
ken. These have had the'soul-awak-
ening; they see and hear these things
unknown before—things of incompa-
A very large number
of the poor world of mankind are
steeped in sin and degradation. They
are living merely for the things of
time and sense. They seem to do
very little profitable thinking. Al-|
though they have heard of God and
of Heaven, yet what  they heard
seemingly has made but little: im- |
bression upon them.

To some who have lived thus for |
years comes a fime of awakening.
Suddenly, through the experiences of |
life, they are aroused from their leth-
argy to a realization that ‘there is|
something to live for beyond what |
they have heretofore seen. They come

”"‘Iﬁ_ﬁther words, it is God’s purpose| to realize that they are sinners need-

ing a Savior, that they are helpless
and need 'a Helper. Perhaps they
get the right view—that the sentence
resting upon fallen man is death;
(Genesis 3:19.) More likely they
get the wrong view—that it is etern-
al torment. But from the moment
of their awakening they faced a cri-
How would they
respond? Would they come near to
God and receive a bhlessing? Or
would they turn.from Him and'the
veice of conscience, and wander off
into greater darkness, greater sin,
and thereafter be more difficult to
reach than ever befors?

In the case of others, however, it

was not an awakening to a realiza-|
tion of Slll for from childhood the,y' vantage of others and to fib a little.
had been children of the Lord, ac-

customed to the Bible, the hearing of|
prayer and the singing of hymns.
They were Christians; yet their soul
was 1ot really awake. THey were go-
ing through the form of singing
hymns, of reading the Bible and of]
offering prayer, without thinkinz se-
riously of what the * words meant
They were asleep, in ‘a sort of som-
nambqlistlc condition, as it were, go4

The in the Lmds prondence

higher, nobler life.” We well remem-
. ber when we received this soul-awalk- "
ening. We were about 15 years of
age at the time.

Suggestions to Parents and Teachers.

This tlme of soul awakening is an
important period in the life of the
young. About this time there seems
to be a great change in human na-
ture. It is the age When conditions
of thoughtfulness are reached, the
time when the forces making for §pir-
ituality have the most favomble ef-
fect upon the youthful mind. This
is a thought which parents, guar-
dians and teachers of youth do well
to have before tlvem. By this we do
' not mean, however, that no speciall,
| attempt should be made to bring the
| child to the Lord previous to this
time. Quite to the contrary, from
I birth the child should be trained in
the nurture and admonition of the
Lord. Indeed, the child’s training

First must come the awak- |

should begin even earlier than this;
for the parental influence upon the
mind of the infant during the pre-
natal period is of the utmost import-

on the character in later life,

In speaking of the importance of
the period of life at the age of 15
years or thereabouts, our thought is
that at about that time the child
mind is suff1c1ent1y developed to be-

wonder, to question, to see things in
a new light, to look beyond the
trivial things of the present time, to
lose interest in previous childish di-
versions, Parents and teachers should
use much wisdom in dealing with
children at this crucial age. They
should neither reprove nor seek to
' check these first stirrings of the
mind toward higher, more important
things.

It seems &omewhat remarkable
that at this age children reason with
| a great deal of accuracy, about as
' accurately, perhaps, ag they will ever
reason; but experience seems to show
| that this is true. It is afterward that
their minds frequently become per-
verted by falge reasoning, and their
brain power becomes so confused
that they do not know how to think
| or what to think. From their elderg]
they learn deceit, and get improper
views of life and its responsibilities.
They imbibe erroneous teachingsg,|
which are often difficult to unlearn.

Parental Responsibility Very Gr

Strange to say, there are parents—
i and some of them professedly Chris-
tian—who say, “All children must
sow thelr wild oats.” How surpris-
ing that any parent could'so reason!
‘Whoever sows wild oats will reap in
kind. “Whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap.” (Galatiansg
6:7.) There is no escape from thls
_inexorable law of nature.

From ‘the first dawn of its under-
standing the child should be kept
very near to the Divine standard. The
Iparents should be able to express to
the child in sympathetic terms those
qualities of nobility and righteous-.
(ness which the opening mind is so!
rready to receive, just as a sponge
' sucks up water. The child mind is
ready to absorb very fully the
thoughts which are given to it by

sincere parents or by any one in
whom it has confidence. But chil-
dren soon lose confidence in one

whom they find to be deceitful, one
who tells them untruths.

' Children are very quick to note
'whether the parent is untruthful or
| unjust. Thus their confidence is de-’
siroyed; and in time they learn to
deceive others, to practice falsehood

they wore brought to a sudden stand-
SHIL " They received a mental shoc
"Which shook them out of their torpi
condition. They were brought fac

to face with a crisis in their lives! more.

They saw in just what condition the
were.
e

fhey hea.r"d— the Call to

% and the mind is more or less duli and

and injustice. We regret to say that
|there are parents who seemingly
think it wise and proper to teach
thcu children to be shrewd and
“thrifty,” as they call .it—to take ad-

We are sure that all who come to a
real knowledge of Divine Truth, and
who - have imbibed its spirit,” will
have no such sentiments. Having
learned the right way themselves,
they will be very desirous that their
children and all whom they can in-
fluence shall take the same Godlike
viewpoint as themselves. ,

After Awaking, Remain Awake!

Those who have experienced an
awakening of soul should be. very
watchful lest they fall asleep again
—drift back into the old worldly
ways. ~ After one has awakened in|
“the morning, and his senses have be-
come fully aroused, it is possible for
him to turn over and fall asleep once
Upon a second awakening,
however, the energies are sluggish,

ance and has a decided bearing up-|

gin to reach out as never before, to|.

eat.| condemnation that is upon the 'werld

[Creatures in Christ. They are now

stupid. Upon first awa,king after al
refreshing sleep, there is a Ireshness
of mind which seems to be lost if |
ongn permits himself to doze off
again; and perhaps after hig second1
awakrng there is a languor or torpxd-
ity of feeling for the entire day. ' !

So it is with those that fall asleep,
again after having been awakened to!
a realization of the higher and nobler !
aspirations and enjoyments. Such
may be awakened a second time; but
if they are, the perceptions of the
soul are likely to be less acute, the
conscience less sensitive. For this
reason we should encourage those
who have awakened to arise at once.
from the dead world and to be sep-
arate from those around them who
are still asleep. /

I'After one has awakened and begun

to_arige from the dead world, the

sou] Is in the attitude to receive the
light of Heaven. “Christ shall give
tliee light.” “Light is sown for the‘
righteous, and gladness: for the up-
right in  heart.’ (Pslam “97:11.)

Those who are arising from the dead |
world are approaching this conditxon}
of uprightness. The decad are rep-
rerented ag being prostrath. (1 Johnx
5:19.) ‘Arising ir a standing position |
represents an entire change of senti-:
ment,

The awakened one should at once
_seek to know what the Lord desires
to do. He should begin to study
the Word of God. There he finds
that the Way to God is Christ—the
only Way. The path that leads te
‘God 18 by way of the Cross of Cav-
alry. The soul must lay hold upon
Jesus, by acceptance of the merit of
His sacrificial death and by a com-
plete surrender to God through
Christ Jesus.as the great Advocate.
When he has taken this step, the]|
light will begin{to dawn upon him. |
Heavenly things can now for the first
time be grasped by the soul. Light,
increasing light, is his portion; fopt
each step of obedience brings great-
er knowledge. ‘“The path of the just
is as a shining llgﬁt;'thét'%ﬁr'éth'
‘more “and more unto the perIect
Day:**~—Proverbs 4:18. R
" In the past many of us made the/|
great mistake of supposing that we |
became Christians when first_ __we
awakened, when first we arose from |
"the dead world about us. But we
were merely looking toward Christi-
anity, merely awakening to the fact
that there is such a thing ag harmony
with God and an escape from the

because of sin. ]

There is still condemnation upon |
all except those who are in Christ.
The Apostle truly sayd, “There is
therefore now no condemnation to
them that are in Christ Jesus, who
walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit.”” (Romans 8:1.) From }he‘
moment wWe come into Christ we are |
counted members of Hig Body, and |
we lose all condemnation of Adamic |
death. His sacrificial merit has béen |
imputed to cover all our imperfec- |
tions, as well as the sing of the past. |
Arising from the dead, in this sense |
of the expreassion, means that we are ;
living the resurrection life, that the|
new life in Christ is begun in us. (Ro- |
mang 6:4.) ‘This 1ife will, if we con-
tinue in the good way, be completed
when we recelve our glorious spirit-
ual bodies in the First Resurrection;

On Trial for Life or Death,

From the time that we lose the
condemnation of death-that came up-|
on mankind through Adam’s disobe-
dience, by taking the steps of faith in
Jesus as uor Redeemer and of full
consecration to God through Him, we
are again placed on trial for life. The
first trial for life was glven to Fath-
er Adam; and when he failed, con-
demnation came upon all his poster-
ity. But no one can be tried twice
for a capital offense, unless in the
meantime he has been cleared of the
previous condemnation,

Therefore no one can have a spc—
ond trial until he gets from under
the condemnation that came throdg‘h
Adam.

Onty the Church of Christ is now
on trial for life eternal. They are
reckoned as hayving passed from:
death unto life, but this is a salva-
tion only by hope. They have yet
to be proved, to be developed as New

on probation. They have entered the|
School of Christ, to be perfected in||
character, to be made coples of God’s
dear Son, who is their great In-
structor. They must be prepared for |
their future work in the Kingdom;
for, , if they prove faithful even unto
ea.th they will become the teach-|
ers of the next Age—instructing, up-: |
lifting, encouraging, blessing,

-uonté?a?ls;'q
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the F
' whole world of mankind, who died in |
|Adam and who are to be awakened |
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